Nuclear dacryoscintigraphy: its role in oral and maxillofacial surgery.
Obstruction of the lacrimal drainage apparatus may result in excessive tearing or epiphora. This may occur as a result of a traumatic injury or accumulation of debris, mucus, or pus. In nuclear dacryoscintigraphy, a radioactive solution is introduced into the conjunctival sac by pipette and allowed to follow the flow of the tear solution through the lacrimal drainage system. This article will review normal lacrimal anatomy and indications for nuclear dacryoscintigraphy in oral and maxillofacial surgery.